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The Problem





How can we create greater understanding and empathy 
in isolated white communities through exposure to 
people of color to enhance their knowledge about other 
racial realities? 





Quotes from target audience

“I’m not one for intermarriages because who would want that kid?”

“I don’t refer to myself as a racist.”

“Some of them do look like thugs by the way that they dress, It’s wrong to look that way.” 

“Allot of the shootings that happen is because the way that they act and dress.”



Cultural Competence 

 To sustain awareness of engagement when 
interacting with individuals of diverse identities, and 
the ability to interact with people of different cultures. 





The Women’s group



“Meetup App”



Online Discussions



“If you don’t have boot straps you 
can’t pull yourself up.”

“The hurtful things that white people can 
say, it doesn’t end, it stays with the people 
it’s said to.”

“There is not only a discommunication, 
but a disconnect.” 

















Exposing isolated white communities to the personalities, humanity and 
realities of black people’s lives by storytelling, will result in greater empathy 
and support. 





“I think it helps that the game is not just a 
black, white or Spanish sport. No one is 
thinking that shouldn’t pass to him because 
he’s black or white. everyone is good.”    
                                           -Evan

“Being on a team required us to 
put aside our differences and 
become a team.” 
                -Martha 

“When I was at 110 street there was a mix of people 
which was interesting because I would learn where 
they came from, but it’s different in harlem because 
it’s almost sacred to the black community. they 
don’t have good baseball or soccer fields, so being 
on the courts is the only time they would really 
shine.”                                -Evan

“I’ve learned from playing basketball my entire life 
not to judge. Someone may not look good but they 
turn out to be the best. The game of basketball like 
race is a lot more complex than you think.”
                                                      -Jarard

“I don’t normally see a lot of different races play 
together in Harlem. It starts with the fact that 
there is not enough white kids in Harlem. White 
kids might feel intimidated by them.”                   
                                          -Evan

“I feel like when it comes to 
basketball, it is one of the more 
inclusive games because there are 5 
people on one team. If one hogs the 
ball you won’t win.”
                                     -Ahad



Notable Insights 

Basketball breaks down social, and racial barriers 
that can transcend the game. 

Because black people have been historically 
systematically oppressed in most facets of society. 
Basketball has become one of the few places that 
the black society feels that is “There’s”. 

When I first got there I was immediately accepted 
with open arms with one of the people there asking 
me to join them because the hoop that I was 
shooting at had no net.



Similar program 



What’s Next? 



The End


